6/24/78 


George Lardner 
Newsroom 
Vashln^on Post 
1150 15 St., NW 
Wash. D.C. 20005 

Dear George, 

There was another job I had to finish before I could take time to go throu^ the 
Church Seport, Book III, and I had to get a copy of the Hoover 0 «Sk C record^you used in 
your Vllklna story. So you won' t have to go digging a copy of the relevant hurch jiages 
and of that particular record are both enclosed. 

There may be some dispute about what took place at the meeting but there is no 
basis for any allegation that it was not Wilkins, as the Report makes clear (162). 

There remains another question, there being little chance of roconoiling the con- 
flicting version ««Td no chance of defending the acouracy of the IDI's self-serving paper. 
How far fraa Wilkins' expressed views is the FBI* a repreEwntation of tliem? 

% impression is that any distinction lacks meaning. 

If you want to carry this farthur, there having bear on attack on you and on the 
Post, as I bolieve I suggoated, havea one of your researchers go over someai of the 
^Hing biographies. I believe that one called iiong, a Critical Biography, a professor 
named Lewis, then at rbrgan State, holds the expression of vlewasimllar to those set 
forth In the FBI's memoCs). 

The "Establiahmentarlaa" blacks all hold pretty much that view, 

No*>r that 8oover is safely dead and Nixon is no longer president some of these 
formerly yellow blacks have found voice about King’s death and the presout Lane campaign 
for a new trial, so called, for Ray. But there is not a one of them who would help when 
there was a cpurt oirdeied hearing to detennlne whetiier Ray would get a trial. I mean 
vdthout any exception. And from rs. 'Hng and Abernathy, I made direct and indirect 
efforts with all, as Bud did with Mrs. 'Sjog and Wachtel. And as I did with ^‘achtel on 
several occasions. On the first ^ never got past the reception dejifak. Jim also sent 
him the brief s, I think after going to New loxk and speaking to him. 

The committed may have 1st most of its investigators go but it la still "investi- 
gat ing.” On 6/22 in the St. Louis area it questioned an old girl friend of Jerry 
along a line the FBI trued years ago, was he Involved in baiik robberies? And was she the 
wheel woman? There ere I think two committee people, one named Waxman. 

Amasing how broke the Rays were and are for all those bank ;)obe. 

John did slug a inarshal/.Hearliig probjibly week after next. Jin will know. 


Sincerely, 


